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Program Overview



About Switch Out

Switch Out is an award -winning national 

program dedicated to removing automotive 

mercury switches from end -of -life vehicles 

(ELVs).  Switches are found in:

ÅConvenience lighting assemblies

ÅABS G- force sensor modules



How it Works

Auto recyclers 

and dismantlers 

remove mercury 

switches from 

ELVs

Switches are 

placed in 

containers 

approved for 

the shipment of 

mercury

Switches are 

shipped to a 

certified waste 

management 

company for 

storage

Switches are 

retorted at a 

recycling facility



Reasons for Participating

ÅItõs good for the environment  

ïEach switch contains 0.85 grams of mercury

ÅIt will help you sell your scrap steel

ïCSPA member companies have adopted a 

Zero Mercury scrap purchasing policy

ÅIt will help you pass your next inspection

ïIf you belong to an automotive recycling 

association or work in certain provinces, 

regular facility inspections are required



Collection Results

Switch Out has collected more than 

700,000 mercury switches to date and 

managed over 620 kilograms of mercury 

= 87
watermelons



Finding the Switches



Mercury Containing Vehicles

Some vehicle makes and models manufactured 

before 2003 contain automotive mercury switches.  

Switch Out has educational materials available free 

of charge that:

ÅList vehicles that contain mercury switches

ÅShow how to safely remove the switches



Convenience Lighting

Convenience lighting assemblies that 

contain mercury switches can be found:

ÅUnder the hood and trunk of the car 

ÅIn the sun visor vanity mirror



Convenience Lighting ð

Removal Instructions

To remove a convenience lighting switch:

1) Disconnect the battery

2) Locate the lighting assembly

3) Cut the power supply to the fixture

4) Remove any fasteners to separate the entire 

lighting assembly

5) Break open the lighting assembly to expose 

the mercury switch capsule

6) Remove the mercury capsule and place it in 

your Switch Out collection container.  

Please note : This is an important step that 
makes the switches much easier to recycle.



ABS Sensors

ABS G-force sensor modules can contain up 

to 3 mercury switches.  These modules can 

be found:

ÅOn the right front wheel 

apron

ÅOn the drive tunnel

ÅOn the left frame rail, 

right below the driver

ÅBelow the rear seat on 

the floor pan



ABS Sensors ðRemoval Instructions

To remove an ABS sensor:

1) Disconnect the battery

2) Locate the ABS G -force sensor in one of 

the 4 possible locations

3) Remove the entire sensor and place it in 

your Switch Out collection container.  

Please note: Unlike convenience lighting switches, 

you should not attempt to remove the mercury switch 

capsules from the sensor module.



Accepted Materials

Accepted

ÅSwitches from 

convenience 

lighting assemblies

ÅABS sensors

Not Accepted

ÅLight bulbs

ÅVials of liquid mercury

ÅThermometers and 

temperature controls


